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Sauk Prairie School
District to use hybrid
model, with virtual
only option
Half the students attend in-person on “A” days of
the week, the other half learning from home.
Students will switch places on “B” days.
by JOE BLOCK
Editor
The Sauk Prairie School District will return to classes with
a hybrid model this fall. The
board approved the model five
to one at the end of a marathon
three hour meeting Monday
night. Parents will still have the
option to opt in to virtual only.
About 12 to 15 percent of Sauk
Prairie parents chose the virtual

Now you can
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only option, according to registration data.
Board members Richard
Judge, James Isaacson, Richard Talmage, Steven Sprecher,
and Dennis Virta voted for the
measure. Tyler Erickson voted
against. Board member mary
Ann Marx was absent from the
meeting.
The measure included language specifying that administrators were to communicate
plans to both students and staff.
In addition, administration will
have to determine punishment
for students, staff, and visitors
who do not comply with safety
protocols.
The Sauk Prairie hybrid
model will have half the students attend in-person on “A”
days of the week, and the other

half learning from home. Students will switch places on “B”
days. Assignments will be based
on last name. Certain select students with special needs will attend the full week.
Public comment was robust,
with roughly six parents and
one teacher speaking in favor of
an online start. As the conversation moved closer to the vote,
several teachers were called
upon to speak to the board.
District Administrator Jeff
Wright spoke throughout the
beginning of the meeting, laying out the three plans up for
vote: in person, hybrid, and
completely virtual.
Wright opened his comments at the meeting with a
plea for Sauk Prairie residents
SEE SPSD, PAGE 4
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Mazomanie and Black
Earth COVID-19 cases
increase by 40 percent
in one week

by JOE BLOCK
Editor

As COVID-19 cases in
Sauk Prairie have slowed
over the past week, Mazomanie and Black Earth saw
total cases increase by 40
percent. In the two week period from July 21 to August
3, there was an additional
one case in Mazomanie/
Black Earth; from August 4
to Monday, three more cases
came to light, for a total of
10.
To compare case counts
across different population
sizes, the cases per thousand
metric shows that the Mazomanie/Black Earth area now
has 2.07 cases per thousand.
This is nearly the same as
where Sauk County was just
prior to the July 4 holiday.
Sauk County now averages
6.92 cases per thousand. The
Mazomanie/Black Earth
area still sits below Dane
County’s average of 8.33 per
thousand.
After a significant spike
from July 31 to August

3 where total cases went
from 28 to 60, Sauk Prairie
saw a total of six new cases
over the past week. Positive cases counts tend to be
a lagging indicator, so the
slow in cases corresponds to
the statewide mask mandate.
Sauk County, unlike Dane
County, did not have a mask
mandate.

Data and methodology
Sauk County data comes
from the Sauk County website; Dane County data from
the State of Wisconsin website. The Sauk County data
is broken out by zip code; the
Dane County data by census
tract. Population figures for
zip codes and census tracts
come from the United States
Census Bureau.
Zip code data used for
Sauk Prairie because it better represents the population
and boundaries of both villages. Census tract information used for Black Earth
and Mazomanie because
it is the most discrete data

available. Mazomanie and
Black Earth numbers are
combined in the data.
Cases per thousand is
calculated by the Star News
using available data. Per
thousand is used to better
accommodate the smaller
population figures. To convert to cases per ten thousand, multiply by 10, or
move the decimal one place
to the right. To convert to
cases per hundred thousand,
multiply by one hundred or
move the decimal two places
to the right.
Data is usually collected and calculated by
the Star News on Mondays.
Both Sauk County and the
Wisconsin Department of
Health revise data; the Star
News will note when the revisions are significant.
Active case data is not
available at the census tract
and zip code level. The Star
News uses total cases for its
calculations.

www.facebook.com/
WiscStarNews
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Wisconsin Heights seniors graduate

Wisconsin Heights held their graduation ceremony on August 7 at Warner Park in Madison. 2020 grads celebrated their unusual year under a blue sky as
the sun set. Despite the challenges through 2020, they enjoyed their graduation with smiles. Pictured above, Miranda Keith at the drive-in ceremony. For
more photos, see pages 2, and 7 through 11.
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NORTHWEST DANE
SENIOR SERVICES
www.nwdss.org
Northwest Dane Senior Services
1837 Bourbon Road
Cross Plains, WI 53528
608-798-6937
Serving begins at 11:30

Please call 798-6937 by 1:00
pm the day before, to reserve
your lunch.
For a full listing of the daily
menu see the newsletter on our
website: www.nwdss.org

Catering
Available
Anytime

NEW
KITCH
HOUREN
S

Friday - Saturday 11:30 am - 8:00 pm
Sunday 11:30 - 7:00 pm
Inside and outside dining open
Limited capacity & Social Distancing Rules Followed
Check out our website at: rookiesfood.com
HWY. 14 & 78 N. • BLACK EARTH • 608-765-5555
2 miles west of The Shoe Box

Mobile Meals Only
Delivery Monday through
Friday
August 2020
Wednesday, August 12, Cheese
Tortellini Bake
Thursday, August 13, Ham &
Yams
Friday, August 14, Chicken a
la King
Monday, August 17, Pot Roast
with Gravy
Tuesday, August 18, Sausage
Veggie Egg Bake
Wednesday, August 19, Rustic
Tomato Bean Soup
Thursday, August 20, Traditional Meatloaf
Friday, August 21, Ham & Potato Casserole
To comply with Emergency
Order #8, there will continue to be
no congregate meals served at the
center and no activities.
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Brooke Presny
Valedictorian
Good evening Wisconsin
Heights Class of 2020 graduates, staff, families, and friends.
Welcome to the most unusual,
yet most memorable graduation ceremony any class has
ever had. I’d like to start out by
thanking everyone who helped
make this ceremony possible
and for giving us the best possible graduation that could be
held in these current conditions.

Miranda Keith
Salutatorian
Hi everyone and thank you so
much for coming to our graduation ceremony. Senior year did
not finish the way any of us had
imagined but I’m here to talk
about the rest of my time spent
at Wisconsin Heights High
School.
When people ask me where
I’m from, I usually lead with
“oh it’s a super small town.
You probably wouldn’t know of
it”and when I finally say Mazomanie, the person often cocks
their head and kind of looks at
me like I just spoke in a different language.
Then I say that it’s next to
Black Earth and they usually
go, “ohhhhhh the Shoe Box!”
Being from a small town
means you’re involved with everything the community has to
offer. There’s always a football
game or an infamous Vanguard
volleyball game to go to, always
a breakfast or luncheon to volunteer for in both communities.
Because of always being involved in something in the community, I loved homecoming. It
was my favorite time of the year

Every class has a story to tell,
and oh man do we have a crazy
one.
What started off as a normal
senior year got flipped upside
down on March 13. We left that
Friday afternoon not knowing
it was going to be our last day
of what we always knew as
school at Wisconsin Heights.
We left not getting to say a final
goodbye to our classmates,
teachers, staff members, teammates, coaches, and everyone
else who made our high school

experience what it is. We left
not knowing what the rest of
our senior year would look like.
And even though we didn’t
have the traditional end to our
high school careers, it was still
the most memorable senior year
anyone could ever have. From
the yard signs and banners, parading through bothtowns, and
businesses displaying signs; the
school and community support
for our class won’t be forgotten
and demonstrated how fortunate
we are to have a community

because it was when the whole
community came together to
celebrate. I could swear everyone in both towns went to the
football game and the parade.
All of this has always been picture perfect to me. The powder
puff game where two grades
come together and use teamwork, riding on floats that each
class decorated together, bonfires after the football game,
the dance itself, I loved all of
it. This year’s homecoming was
when it hit me that not everyone
is lucky enough to grow up with
such a sense of community like
we did.
Growing up in a small town
with such a sense of community has made me into the type
of person that wants to always
offer a helping hand and bring
people together. When the flood
hit Mazo and Black Earth, our
class and many others in the
community stepped up to help
with the damages. Our small
towns have shown me how to
be unapologetically myself and
to be proud in what I do. When
I go to a new place, I never shy
away from introducing myself
to new people and being outgoing. When we went on the

California trip,
our class was
very friendly
and definitely
didn’t
shy
away from
talking to the
people from
all over the
country when
hiking
or
on the pier.
I credit my
hard working attitude
and outgoing
personality
to our rural
community’s
culture. When
you live in a
small community like ours,
you have to do
a lot of things
yourself because there are fewer
people to help. For example in
our high school, we have fewer
students go
out for sports than a larger
school would, so the ones that
do play will have to work harder
to get the job done on the field
or court. There is rarely an extra
sub or player. I, as well as many

like Wisconsin Heights. Thank
you. And Class of 2020	
here we are at the final stop of
our high school career. No one
ever would’ve guessed it would
look like this, and that’s okay.
We still made it.
Throughout high school,
we’ve all had to give presentations and speeches in front
of our classmates at one point.
I hoped all those assignments
would’ve helped me in this
situation, but talking to a bunch
of cars is something that I’ve
never had to
do before. So,
in order to
prepare myself to give
this speech, I
watched the
movie Cars
. Just like
Lightning McQueen, we’ve
had quite a
few bumps in
the road recently. Here’s
a quote by Zig
Ziglar I found
to be very
fitting. “Difficult roads
often lead to
beautiful destinations. The
best is yet to

of my classmates, are athletes
and know that this has made us
hard working and more dedicated than ever when given a
task. These are the qualities I
will take with me to college and
forever use: teamwork from
many seasons as a Heights athlete, dedication like we showed
when our towns came together
during the flood, and leadership

come”.
Regardless of all our individual paths we will take, there’s
going to be times of uncertainty
in the months to come. But
while watching Cars, I picked
up on a few things that our
friends Lightning McQueen and
Tow Mater can give us some advice with. The first is that just
like race cars, we need to take
a pit stop and refuel at times.
The past few months we’ve got
the chance to slow down and
take life day by day. We had
time to finish projects, go on
walks, spend time with family,
chase some sunsets, bake too
many loaves of banana bread,
and watch way too many Tik
Toks. Having this extra time
allows you to not rush through
the events in your life, appreciate what is happening right
then, and gives you motivation
to work harder on whatever
comes next.
The second lesson I noticed
was to use your creativity. The
past few months we’ve had to
adapt and change drastically.
Everything from school, to
going to the grocery store, and
even this graduation ceremony
have been nothing like they normally are. But, we have found
ways to make it all work. By
using creativity we are able to
finish off our high school ca-

reers in a unique, yet socially
distanced fashion. Who ever
thought we’d be graduating on
a baseball field?
The final piece of advice I
have is this. Don’t take what
you have for granted because
you never know when it will
be gone. It’s crazy how much
everything can change within
a matter of days, weeks, and
months. Don’t live life waiting
for the big moments. The little
ones are just as important too.
Think of the little things we
have missed; crowds cheering
at a game, walking with friends
through the hallways to class,
the high fives and handshakes
to competitors after sporting
events, and seeing your friends
and teachers in-person and not
through a screen. Hopefully
you’ll remember at least one
of these things as we all go on
to start the new chapter of our
lives.
I’m glad that we all got this
one final chance to be together.
As Tow Mater says, “I know’d
you wouldn’t leave without saying goodbye!”. Classof 2020, it
was a wild ride, and I’m glad to
have done it with all of you. I
wish you all the best of luck on
your road ahead. Thank you!
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skills we’ve picked up from
watching the students before
us shape our school and community.
Our class has had one of the
weirdest and most memorable
senior years in history, but we
have also built a firm foundation
of constructive qualities, and as

we move on to the next chapter
of our lives, I know the class of
2020 will use these many different qualities to better the people
and communities around us,
wherever we may end up.
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Elizabeth Dostal
Principal
In this short Life that only
lasts an hour How much - how
little - is within our power.
Tonight, we join together to
mark the graduation of the Class
of 2020. It is true that tonight’s
ceremony is not typically what
people envision when they
think of a high school graduation. Much has been said this
Spring about what this class has

lost – the springtime traditions
of high school, the formal celebration of the ending of childhood. Little has been said on
what this class has gained.
For in this Spring, these students had the opportunity to
learn how much – and how little – is within their power. And
within that lesson lies a central understanding about life:
Within each of you is the ability
to choose how you will respond
to life. As Viktor Frankl wrote
in Man’s Search for Meaning

Green, Clean & Dry

Carpet Cleaning

We use the HOST Dry
Extraction Carpet System

•Deep Clean & Remove Soil & Spots

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995 • Lift & Fluff Matted Carpet Pile

Call Us Today 608-347-1395

For details visit: hostdry.com

N. MAST ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

“Everything can be taken from
you but the freedom to choose
your attitude in any given set of
circumstances, to choose one’s
own way.”
Much has been made of the
way things should have been
or could have been or would
have been if COVID 19 had not
interfered with life. Tonight, I
ask you to set aside the should
haves, the could haves and the
would haves, for they are nothing more than a waste of emotional energy. What lies before
us is what exists and we have
chosen how to respond to it –
we celebrate in a different way
tonight and mark this most important of moments in a memorable mix of old and new. We
chose how to respond to a situa-

tion outside of our control.
And this will not be the only
situation, graduates, where you
can only control your response.
This is why I urge you to consider these words from philosopher Nietzsche: “She or he who
has a why to live for can bear
with almost any how.” The
person who has a reason to live
for can bear with almost any
circumstance. Graduates, find
the why for which you live.
Seek to live a meaningful life,
a life with purpose. Take the
freedoms that you have and
embrace them with responsibility. For when dark days come,
as they certainly do for all of
us, it will be your why, your
reason for which you live, that
will guide you forward, that will
allow you to bear any situation.
Circumstances change, time
moves on, traditions fall and so-

Since 1989

FOR RENT

Remodeling, Inc.
Prairie du Sac, WI

643-6021

MINI WAREHOUSES

www.saukprairieremodeling.com
ALL TYPES OF HOME REPAIRS!

643-3558

• Window Replacement • Siding & Roofing • Bathrooms
• Decks • Kitchens • Additions • New Homes

Prairie du Sac Industrial Park

The Ultimate Wood Heat.

Set the thermostat where you want for a more comfortable home.

Our Specialty
STEEL ROOFING
Call today!

608-434-5120
SERVICING ALL TYPES OF ROOFS
ALSO...
POLE BARNS • NEW HOMES
GARAGES • REMODELING
E5144 FRIENDSHIP DR. • LOGANVILLE, WI 53934

The Classic Edge is
U.S. EPA Certified

Available*

• More Comfort - Thermostatically controlled wood heat.
• Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and eliminate the dangers
associated with indoor wood heating.
• Save Money - Wood is a renewable, inexpensive and often free
energy source.
• Durability - Long-lasting, stainless steel firebox.

County Line Burners, LLC
Dan O’Connell • 608-206-5220
countylineburners.com
*Financing available, OAC, at partipating dealers.

Outdoor Wood Furnace
VIDEO: How It Works
CentralBoiler.com >
Explore > How it Works

CentralBoiler.com

19-1802





ciety shifts. But life, wonderful,
chaotic, sorrowful and beautiful
life, expects us to continue. It is
as Hamlet states:
To be, or not to be, that is the
question:
Whether ‘tis nobler in the
mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea
of troubles
And by opposing end them.
To die—to sleep,
No more; and by a sleep to
say we end
The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to: ‘tis a
consummation
Devoutly to be wish’d. To die,
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to sleep;
To sleep, perchance to
dream—ay, there’s the rub:
For in that sleep of death
what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled off
this mortal coil, Must give us
pause—there’s the respect That
makes calamity of so long life.
Graduates, it is time for you
to be, to experience all that is
bright and dark, the joys and
heart-aches of life well lived,
the calamity of so long life.
And it is time to choose. Choose
your attitude with all that life
brings, choose your own way.

Solutions To All Your Pest Problems

OIL CHANGE DUE?

We Service
Domestic and
Import Vehicles

General Insects - Spiders, Asian Beetles,
Earwigs, Box Elder Bugs
Bats Removed Humanely, Rodent Control
Satisfaction
Is Our
#1 Goal!

3137 Hwy. 78, Mount Horeb

608-438-7590

WWW.HELWIGAUTO.COM

Residential & Commercial

Do you need to open
paths, widen fields, create
food plots or clear
pastures & fence lines?
Give us a call
or check us
out online!
608.225.1169
www.timpostservices.com
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